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LAKE LEVELS: Water low, so use care  
May 22, 2003  

If you're headed out onto the Great Lakes or 
connecting waters (like Lake St. Clair) this 
weekend, be careful: Water levels are down from 
last year.  

A rainy May has helped boost the lakes a bit, said 
Marie Strum, water resources engineer at the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, but not enough to offset 
drought-like conditions the past 10 months.  

"It will take a lot of rain for a long time to get the 
levels back up," she said.  

The Great Lakes are at their lowest levels since the 1960s.  

Lake Superior is 3 inches below its mark from last year at this time. Lakes 
Michigan and Huron are 11 inches below last year's levels, St. Clair is 10 
inches lower, and Erie is 9.  

Lakes Superior, Michigan and Huron are expected to rise about 3 inches in 
the next month. Lakes St. Clair and Erie should both rise about an inch in the 
next 30 days.  

Unlike the Great Lakes, inland lakes can get a quicker boost from the runoff 
after rainfall.  

By Dan Shine  
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